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Vlctorla IS dellcate
and humourous

By GRANT KERR
Timea Globe ieaff wedrer

It takes a person with exceptional
strengll of charazter, mind and body
to tackle the thorny bsues of illness,
dementia ind death.

It"s 2 high-wire act that could see a
besser artist plange vo earth, sqeashing
a few horrified spectators wapom

Hﬂml

t Duicinea Langfelder is an artist
= aad an cxtrasrdmary oo gl that, She
works without 8 pet, and not only
succeeds with her delscate balince of
i and bumoar, but she

1o il vhee e iny of her audienes wp
there with her, mio the wondrows
world of Ficraria.

Fredoraa, the nitle chiracter of
Lang feldder's mance piece = for
it can hardly be calied a play in the
traditiomal scnse - i a tar-old
woman who ks vt lefi in life. Her
mind s , et ar & dmi aed it
ap 11.:: oo family or lriends

ta camifngd her. Bt ehe dioes have
her whimsical imagination, which
takzs her out of the hospial, where
whe & dying, a5d enito the theatre dage
where dise hasan asdienoe, fricnds and
admirers. This 5 » el brilliantly
elfective techinigus b 8 contral theme
throughout ghe onc-and-a-hall hour
performance. While it"s clear the old
woiman is in an sdvanced stage of
Albrheimer's, her lantwides ars wery
real.

And althowgh her grumpy ocderdy,
played sl an understated prace by
hE Sips, e S

[ of faedy, B Tl might
|I1I||)-r."l'|.ﬂ lil:u:l?ur ah.lul; = hJH?'ha
the i right.

Altkongh Victoria is imprisomsd by
Ber erodod wace of mingd and her
wheelchair, it is the -n:..lu-lywluiuht
o traly an capiivity. He stalks the
stape multering miserably about his
joby, abuat the mcocs he b clean
& and his owa woeful existence

While be carps and harks, Victoria
ks him sepeatedly, “Whal are you
unpiig!” All the world is a siage o
her and Langlelder plays i
beantifully.

 REVIEW

Based om an idea by fellow Mont-
realer, Charlet Farals, Lampglelder
developed a character amd  perfor-
mance ibat poss far beyond 3 nonmal
play. First of all, thore is no b0

o, but rather 3 series of wenes
lake the sudence o dilferent
companments of ¥icroria®s braln s
her past life. The uwe of wandirack,
lighting, shadow projections and
white hospital cortans, which make
up ihe entirety of the stage set-up,
sceommnplish this superbly. Drawing 1
Curtiing a certain way Lakees the auils-
emce into & different pan of Vicoria's
dream world. The sage B bare excep
for the tracks of curtains, which
eatemd foom fooe 10 ceiling asd cleck
with that telltale Irﬁ;il:ln:n.lrhd.

Ana Cappelluto's set and lighting

mu,‘l"-ﬂl:hﬂh "t abmdow videos,
Laksica’s staging of the videos
m%nmn Calon's soundirack sl
waried wondars in transporting the
madiense inte sacther dimension.
Fiemsia would not work as splenadidiy
8 it does without their input.

Those shadows are Yicloria®s
friends and confdants but also nepre-
sent her famtasies; fears and patsioas.
Witha hix nl"ﬂdﬂuwﬂmhﬂmﬂw:
of Victoria amd her orderly eiove
independently of their masters,
I‘ﬁ'ﬂrIE H!- and [eelmgs one

it would be loag-since bar-
el m 3 woman =0 frail.

This is Vieesria's grestest strength,
btk a% & woman amd o a performane
plece, Mever ance  ibe sudience
played for a sucker. We expect 1o feel
sorry for beer but we end up lovieg her.

How can anyone ronst “tea ancd
cookics,” even if they are jusi joxe
snd hospital pills, which Victoria
serves b the avdiece borselll

“l womder if | am going to have
enough for everyone,” ibe sad, nruch
I the amusemeni of the SH0-tromg
ﬂn#l.

IEEs
around; not on

r when Yictoria i
pills and juice but

Lo vire Tinemsn

Dulcines Langfelder plays Vieloria = a 90-year-old weman who has litile
left In file - in a perfermance at the imperial Theatre on Friday evening.

alse her orderly's glasses and his
shoct, which she wses Tor 4 stanming
Eagr momiline.

Langfelder plumbs all her taleats o
give thie dying woman 1fe. She wss
ber simging, ber dancing, her mirse
and her choreography to great effect.
Al one poimt sbe daness warh Gingras
and hier wheelchair, which becormes an
extension of ber cwn body, twisling
her timy but powerful form around the

vice.

Unfortunately, the uneortbodox
nature of Fictorig didn sit well with
everyone. At lesst seven people
walked owt beliore the performance’s
end, although there was nothing

shocking, profase or base about it

It was a besutifully told, magnifi-
cenily performed our-de-foece by 2
woman who shoald rightfully be
T reen enart coaan 0o coasl. There whe
s=aw Ficrorta won't ever forget her
And the next time Dulcnes Lang-
felder comer up with & peece of the-
atre, the lmperial should most oers
taimly brimg her hack,

Victoria was past of the Imperial
Thulr: 8 professions] series.
Alhosgh a risky andertaking, my
hope ix that the Imperial will continus
to challengs sudienoet with works of
this nature, that go far beyond mer:
enterminment. W



