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A theatrlcal dervish

Dulcinea Langfelder has flitted from mime
to dance to drama in pursuit of telling
stories such as Victoria, her piece about a
wheelchair-bound Alzheimer’s patient

Langelder

Y DEVEDRE WELLY, DANCE CRITIC
o back-
Muarkhnm The-

ukcinen
D:ll"ll.-l.l- thie
singe ok
airg, which BOEITE

remarkable berause just minubes
ngo sl wos bound to o wheclchalr
us part of her theatre plece, Voo
ri, e bouring Canadn.

In the work, sha
*Il:l-mr ol weman with h'n
of's disease, an nmais of & hosgdal
anal (s gruff orderly (ployed by Ere
Cilngras),

Wictnria has losy her memory, Bt
nat her spunk or aeal for e, And
while slowly dying belore the nudi-
ence's cyes, she is the personlfica-
gon  of  wvimlyy, Much ke
Langlelder hersell.

The #ti-year-obd thespion, o na-
thve af MNew York who has lived in
Montreal for the post 25 years, Lan.
glehidor |s a jill urnlp'mmrlm trades,

Her Arst love |s mlime, which she
studied in France under the legend-
ary Palenne Decrous, and this |s the
repson she moved oo Canadn — In
pursit of the Quebec mime troupa
Ckmmnbibus In 1978,

Mime led 10 stdies In dance
und in 1985, she choreographed V-
claus Cirede ongd performed It across
Ehis AT,

Acting, which she studbed undes
Peter Brook proegd Yosh] (Hda and
Eugenin Horha, pled  her
wihen she found dance lmiling o
what she wanted o achleve In the- hae
aire — story telling,

“I hnd been dncing since [ was 4
— it's In my bones,” Langlelder
says, perched on a couch. *But [ re-
alized pveniually that 1 needed o

LT

tell sbories, [Dmrece |5 oo abstract. 1
am fascinated by people, by peo-
ples behaviour. Dance didn't allow
me o ged inte chorscter enough,
And beshdes, 1 love o make people
lnugh., And you can®t he funny In
dance. If you haven't notlosd.” And
tharn shie gudfnvws,
Heer oy s slinewy and lean, ke
n doneer's, nnad II:“I'?.erp contnkns
her naturally buselng onergy. She
visibly wibraces. Part of the mrﬁ&
SUNED COMYIES !rnrn ust coming aofl
mance — she |5 still high
the all-aut 'n:rhl] ang physlcal
expefience, Bul shes also on the
verge of boltng out of her chalr be-
cause ahe's sirapped for dme To-
night’s performance In Markham,
On, haa Bbeen tbed o 8 receptlon
highlighting a loeal senlors hame,
I:'f“.!l:r|:|.m|:Hlll'l:lll b {lll:ll e ]’
r stributln mphlets. 1t
whs mﬂhpm.rd thﬁcnlhe nexi
night. Or so Langh thaugh,
She |3 guest of honowr anad borm be-
tween (alking about hemsell nnd
|:||:|dr|§I the meet ond greet thing,
4 on‘}:'u-emrrt galore, |
irdes o compromlse,
Some of the Thal nibblles nre sli-
ting on an adjscent nble. She
reachos over and scarfs one hack
stulling 1 Inte her mouth vora-
clously, Her eyes bug out, her body
twists as she irles 1o cover the des-
perate feeding with croaked elbow
mnd hond. With her  tweo-boaned
skunk coll, she looks clownlsh, In
E:rj- she says in & voloe-over
s thie curialn rses, “lmag-
nutlon ks funny. It |.1r|:|r|gr: lIl1l.|'||
viou and 8 will Uve bon 'I':lu
the feellng that Lan
shile |Imaginatkon’s pﬂh’l‘.l'.ﬁ.l.l {'ma

Dm for Viehorls, the paint of de-
parture was o real moment ntome,
(br rathier bw,

The st nvolves friend
Charles Farlala, whom
credits a8 orginating the
h:gdml:lﬂh‘m“:: play. He unl;mun
o a -lEFn cane
for the aged, nand one ulE
Langlekber up and uE. 0 T
mieed Wictor, He's senile but o rich
Irli I:m'“ . |

natanily, Langfelder could lmag-
ine a theaire plecs sround ihks
minn, except that she wanted him 1o
be n her,

1 likedd b Iden of calling hﬂ'

her

Victorka, which rmwsns vie
says | elder, smiling broa
*La Vicrolre Vicooria! VTeg™

She relishes language and word
Ellrl lke this. She wrote Vietoria
ral In French mnd dthen translmed
i hack into her natve Enplish o
present it o anglophones, The
daughier of a non-praciising lewish
father and & Caihollc moiher, she
his been comfortable with ml-
grating between two sellnsdes.

“1 phways work In French. Yes,
I'm from Mew York Clty, but | enjoy
writing In French because it has o
distancing «ffect. | con really see
better what 1"'m wriling. | plan next
e translae It inte Dalian. The
play's goien off  the  ground.
There's a lod of demand for it sl
over the workd,®

Adter Canada, plans are o jake
Victoria on tour to Burope in the
fall with stops In France, Switer-
loerdl, Tenby and Belglum.

The appeal, Langfelder says, s
the fact that the picce deals with
aging and dying. The subject |s
teularly sallent 1o memisers of the
haby boomer peneration who ane
eyEing retiremeit,

If i ism's thelr own imminent
demlse that's presccupying them,
amers afe also absessed with

g 1 OR

. hallway,
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caring for their aglng parents, And
this Is Langfelder's other moment
In time, the thing that really gelled
Vierorlain her milnd.

Her own father was dying a few
rs agn, He was [, and Lan-
Ider watched as life slowly de-

ted oul of kim. 1 held
hils hamd and ried o feel what he
wis golng through. He hod had &
stroke and couldn's say,

“That's when [ reallzed | had no
cholee,” she *1 had 10 da Vic-
forfe [ needed 10 know what was
going on in his mind. | needed o
get under his skin o understand
Mn:tnwnsnhﬁ through.®

Trart of ihe © I:r!:u nnd exclie
ment of the creathve process was
" learning o work with a wheelchair.
Ewer since her Vielous Cirele dance
phece,  Langfelder has been ohbe
sessed with wheels and elrcular
movement. “The wheelehalr, when
I s It, instanily seduced me,”

Langfelder meanders along in it
as a nonagenarion. And when her
character's mind flls with vivid
rmernories of the past, such as a8
ping out 1o a Gershwin une, ihe
wheelchalr becomes an  mssured

:hmugﬁ parcer m.mf?g Im'ﬁld;:

styles, Fl:r 1-"I:'r-:rrﬁ'|. she learmed four
new dance technigues — tangs.
tap, |ig and acrobatls rock "n' roll
Mo wonder she's famished after the
shaow,

And Just ns she reaches for an-
other illicit morsel of food, Glngras,
her fellow mctor, oppears at ihe

b, hay, 've

. 'ver goit 1o go.”

Al she s away down the
ropelled by art and the
chanes of a free dinner,

Victoria plays In 81 Albers, Al én
March 29 Kelowria, B.C. an April 4
Whitehorse, Yukon, on April i §-14
ard North Vancouwrer on April 20-21,



