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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Portrait of Victoria effective, affecting

PAT DOMMELLY
Gazette Theatre Critic

When Dulcinea Langfelder's Victo-
ria pramiered in French last vear at
the Agora de La Danse, it was fled an-
der dance. Mow it's premicring in Eng-
lish at Centaur Theatre and we're call
ing it theatre.

Dance, theatre - neither label is pre-
cise, What Langfelder does on stage in
this witty, heartrending piece is closer
to clowning, within a mualtimedia con-
toxt.

Her character, Victoria, Is based on
Angéle Petrilll, a 90-yvear-old woman
Langfelder met

While Langfelder's Chaplinesque
portrayal of Vietoria dopan’t pxactiy
deny the tragedy of her shtuation, it
certainly downplays it in favour of the
gently absund,

At frst, one wonders how a dancer is
pobng to express berself from a whiesl-
chair But fantasy sequences take care
of that. A hospital gown is twisted into
amini-dress and Victoria is ofl and rune-
ning in her mind. One of Langfelder’s
miet delightiul numbsers is a loopy tap
dance dome ina man's oversized shoes.
Arather s a pas de deus to thoe music of
Dancing Cheek to Cheek, with
Langfalder turning inte a rag-doll as

Bossé makez her

while doing volun- Victorio likes muorves for e

teer work with the ria htht Audience interac-
hﬁiﬁd_ﬂh}"ﬂ'iﬁ wh so interaction with the ion is very much a
Alzheimer's ward is toria likes to chat
sure o be siruck a part of the show. with people, saying
with the acouracy of things like, “And
her porimayal, yourve got all your teeth. Isn T that W

Victoria has the irresistible, child-
like eharm of those who eant quite
place you any more but are glad to see
you anyway. She begins sentences only
o lose thair drift before ending them.
When she linally remembers a word
she has been scarching for, she can’t re-
mamber why

Ehe first appears from behind one of
the many hospital curtains that break
up the stage, her face covered in
girings of tangled varn, mumbling
thingslike, “Imagslnatbon ssilly™ Ever
the wheclehair-bound damsel inodis-
iress, she awaits the attentions of a
grouchy hulk of an orderly (Héal
Bossi), who's seeretly quite fond of his
exasperating charge. Together, they
add up to a new twist on Beauty dnd
the Beast.

The narrative of Charles Farialn'a
teaxct is anything bat linear. It may not
have structure, bt it has shape and
style. The translation is smooth as silk,

derful.” At one point, she ventures
down the aisle with & tray, offering
“tea™ and “enokie” o members of the
awdience,

The use of shadow puppetry in Vie-
toria is highly sophisticated. wonder-
fully evocative amnd somet bimves hilari-
oS After seolding Vietoria for talking
1w v hiachosy, the ordery walks away,
leaving his independently operatad
shadow behind, shaking its head.

Although it's Initkally arring tosee a
wiselchalr used as an acrobatic prop,
Langfelder scon leads us to ponder the
Iyrical potential of this complobtely
atilitaruam ohiject.

Victoria should mot be missed. It
heals the soul,

+ Victoria, bosed on texts by Charles
Farinla, continues al Centaur Theatne,
453 St Frampots Xapier St in Qid Mon-
freal, wndl June 4. Tickefs range from
L2000 335 Call (514) 2883161,

S P S ] gl Femim
arderly and Draleinos Langfclder as his agsd

Rbad Hasisds i b
chamge in the English prembere of Yictooks sl i Cen laur Theatne,

The role of Réal Bossé is
now played by Eric Gingras



