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Feathers in our cap
• Founded 16 years ago;

• 7 creations to date which have been presented around the world : Cirque Éloize, Excentricus,
Cirque Orchestra, Nomade - At night, the sky is endless, Rain, Nebbia and ID;

• Currently on tour: Rain, since 2004; Nebbia, since December, 2007 and ID, since August 2009;

• The company has given more than 3,000 performances of its creations in over 330 cities and 30 countries;

• Over 3 million spectators have seen a Cirque Éloize show;

• Approximately one hundred  collaborators are working on various projects.

• We have taken part in many festivals and events, and were presented in prestigious venues (Edinburgh Festival, Israel Festival, Hong
Kong Festival, Festival Iberoamericano de Teatro de Bogota, Beiteddine Festival, Recklinghausen Festival, Bergen Festival, Sadler's
Wells, Sydney Opera House, NY Lincoln Center, Bunkamura Orchard Hall, Hollywood Bowl, Folies Bergère, Canon Theater, Wales
Millenium Center, Chekhov International Theater Festival in Moscow, The 2007 Universal Forum of Cultures in Monterrey, touring in the
US Broadway network);

• We develop creations for theatre stages (Italian style) that can be adapted for big tops as well;

• Our circus productions are created for the general public and pose no language barriers;

• Our performances have been featured in clips and documentaries airing on Radio-Canada, the CBC, Art TV, Prime Nights, Bravo,
Indigo and NTV (Japon). Nominated for the “Rose d’Or’’ of Montreux (France) and the NY Film Festival (USA);

• The company has won eight (8) medals and prizes at the Festival Mondial du Cirque de demain in Paris (France) in the recent years. In
1992 (Jeannot Painchaud - artistic bicycle); in 2002 (Symbiose - hand-balancing act);  in 2003 (Daniel Cyr - Roue Cyr act) and in 2005 the
show Typo produced by Cirque Éloize collected 5 prizes;

• Winner of a GEMINI AWARD in the Best Performance in a Performing Arts Program or Serie category in October 2003
for the captation of Cirque Orchestra live on tour in 2003 and for Nomade - At night, the sky is endless in 2005; 

• Typo was nominated in three categories for Broadway’s Drama Desk Awards in 2005

• Daniele Finzi Pasca was nominated as “Best Director” at Broadway’s
Drama Desk Awards for the show Rain in 2006.

Positioned at the heart of the renewal of circus arts, Cirque Éloize has been creating moving performances filled with
magic since 1993. Continually striving for artistic perfection, it is one of the leaders in contemporary circus arts. Based
on the multidisciplinary talents of its artists, Cirque Éloize expresses its innovative nature through theatricality and

humanity, and combines circus arts with music, dance and theatre in a path-breaking and original manner. With seven original
productions to its credit, Cirque Éloize has presented more than 3,000 performances in 330 cities and 30 countries located
around the world. Cirque Éloize has taken part in numerous prestigious international festivals and recently conquered Broadway
with its show Rain which has been touring that major network of theaters since Fall 2007.

In addition to its tour performances, Cirque Éloize develops personalized concepts for international special events. To date,
more than 1000 events have taken place. Moreover, in 2003, Cirque Éloize organized the first festival of circus arts in North
America - "La Semaine des Arts du cirque" - in the Magdalen Islands. The company also founded the Fondation Éloize, which
has a mission to help underprivileged youth through an introduction to circus arts and help develop the performing arts. The
troupe "Artcirq", made up of young Inuit living in Canada's far north (Nunavut), is the first organization to benefit from this support.

Since 2004, Cirque Éloize's head office and creative studio are located in the Gare Dalhousie, a historic building in the heart of
Old-Montreal, departure station of the first train going from Montreal to Vancouver in 1886. In order to maintain this site as a
place for dialogue and encounters for the circus community, Cirque Éloize invites up-and-coming artists to visit. Today, the
company includes approximately 100 individuals working in various teams and on various projects.

Éloize Pronounced [EL-WAZ] 
Éloize is a word that comes from the Magdalen Islands and means
“flashes of heat lightning seen on the horizon”.  An inspiration for the
troupe's seven founding members, this lightning symbolizes the heat
and energy that feed the troupe's spirit. THE COMPANY
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ID, 200 - on tour: In this new creation the world of circus arts encounter the
universe of urban dances. The video takes a central place in the scenography.

Nebbia, 2007 - on tour: Third part of the Sky Trilogy directed by Daniele Finzi Pasca,
Nebbia was launched in December, 2007. Nebbia is a creation of Cirque Éloize in
co-production with Teatro Sunil. Meaning fog in Italian, Nebbia explores the world
of dreams and the imaginary. In the fog, you get lost, you find each other, but above
all, you are confronted with the unexpected… Nebbia will once again plunge you
into a poetic and sensitive universe mixing acrobatics to theatre in a subtle way…

Rain, 2004 - on tour: Rain reunites Nomade's team of creators with Director Daniele
Finzi Pasca, a multitalented artist reknown for the sensibility and poetry of his work.
This creation about childhood memories made up of moments snatched from time
and frozen forever, combines acrobatic feats with sensuality, pure poetry. 

Previous productions
Nomade, 2002 - 2007: With Nomade - At night, the sky is endless, Cirque Éloize invites audiences on a surreal
journey along the highways and byways of their imagination. A community of performers stages a carnival
filled with song, dance, music, juggling and acrobatic feats. Their journey begins at dusk and ends at dawn
because at nighttime, the sky shines with endless possibilities. Nomade stopped touring after more than 700
performances offered to worldwide audiences during its 4 1/2 years on the road.

Cirque Orchestra, 1999 - 2002: The dream of flying has always been associated with freedom. This quest is
brought to life in Cirque Orchestra. Sharing the stage with a symphony orchestra, this production marries
the art of circus with contemporary dance and classical music.

Excentricus, 1997 - 2002: Excentricus has enraptured audiences around the world with its breathtaking
acrobatics, infectious comedy and rambunctious live music. This enthralling animal-free production unfolds
like a flower, loosely structured around characters and relationships. Excentricus is circus with atmosphere,
poetry, humour and, above all, heart.

Cirque Éloize, 1993 - 1997: In its first show called Cirque Éloize, the company elaborated the foundation of
what it would become by presenting a new way to blend theater, dance and circus acts on stage.

OUR PRODUCTIONS



At Cirque Éloize, we have always nurtured our shows through
encounters with creators from different horizons. We have also
always favored a multidisciplinary artistic approach, which is
enriched with artists of several nationalities.

No exception lies in this new creation.

Fourteen artists on stage, ten circus disciplines, and then the
discovery of a world which is new to us, that of urban dances
such as breakdance and hip-hop.

I imagined this show at the heart of a futuristic city, where the
omnipresence of image causes us to lose our reference points. I
sought to create an estheticism at the crossroads of comic
books, science-fiction movies and the rich universe of graffiti.

The decidedly rock, electronic and poetic music, coupled with
the presence of video, highlight the show’s playful, energetic,
youthful and urban aspects.

In the middle of this surreal megalopolis exists a public place.
A public place, as a spot where one can seek refuge and escape
anonymity, to express one’s individuality and affirm one’s
identity, in order to reclaim possession of public space, and to
dance the city…

An area for encounters, a site of passage, a hood where clans
confront one another, where friendships are woven. Where love
is created, and dissolved.

I searched for a solid hip-hop choreographer who possessed a
great sensitivity in his ability to amalgamate the universes of
circus and hip-hop. Two universes with different codes, but
similar values. I met Mourad Merzouki, founder of Compagnie
Käfig. A man with a great heart, with tremendous talent.

It is with him that I invite you to join us on this new adventure.

Jeannot Painchaud

WORD FROM THE 

DIRECTOR
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Agraduate from Montreal’s National Circus School, Jeannot
Painchaud started his career as a performing artist, working
with various circus companies and multidisciplinary artistic

troupes for 12 years. He performed on stage as part of a trio, a duo
and as a soloist, touring the world constantly. As a multidisciplinary
artist, he was an acrobat, a juggler and an actor, with a specialty in
artistic bicycle. In 1992, he won a bronze medal at the prestigious
Festival Mondial du Cirque de demain in Paris for his artistic bicycle
act. 

In 1993, Jeannot founded Cirque Éloize with Daniel Cyr and Claudette
Morin. In the early years, he performed on stage, while providing
artistic direction to the company. He left the stage in 1998 to devote
himself to the direction of Cirque Éloize and continued to develop the
company with Julie Hamelin. In 1999, Jean-Pierre Dion joins them as
Administrative Director and associate. Today, Jeannot runs the
company with three associates: Julie Hamelin, Daniel Cyr and
Jonathan St-Onge. 

As the artistic director and director of creation of all Cirque Éloize’s
shows in the last 16 years, Jeannot has been known for his talent to
discover and assemble the best designers and performers required
to create exceptional shows.

In 2001, Jeannot staged the first version of the show entitled Cirque
Orchestra which innovated by mixing contemporary dance, acrobatics
and classical music performed by a live symphonic orchestra that was
integrated to the show. The incorporation of other forms of
entertainment to acrobatics is a driving force for Jeannot, and his
vision has always been to assemble creators from different art forms
such as theatre and contemporary dance. 

In 2002, Jeannot and Julie Hamelin met Daniele Finzi Pasca, a director
whose poetic style was an important influence to Cirque Éloize. He
staged three of Cirque Éloize’s shows from 2002 to 2007, Nomade and
Rain for Cirque Éloize and then Nebbia, in coproduction with Teatro
Sunil, his own company. 

In 2006, Daniele Finzi Pasca and Teatro Sunil invited Jeannot to join the
creative team of the 20th Olympic Winter Games’ closing ceremonies
in Turin, Italy. As assistant-director, Jeannot was in charge of the
ceremony’s acrobatic components. 

Jeannot is also head of the special events department at Cirque Éloize,
where he oversees the stage direction and development of tailor-
made concepts for large-scale international shows, galas, corporate
events, special television presentations, and more. Since 2009, he is
also the president of the board of En Piste, the Circus arts national
network.

With 24 years of experience in the new arts circus, Jeannot has made
Cirque Éloize one of the world leaders in contemporary circus
movement. 

Having extensively traveled to more than 30 countries since he began
as a street performer, he continues today his dream, to bring the world
to discover the new circus art form. Jeannot is back to directing with
ID, a truly dynamic and powerful show that will bring new ideas by
mixing the world of urban dance, with the new art circus universe. ID
is the 7th creation of Cirque Éloize.

JEANNOT PAINCHAUD
Author and Director

CREATORS BIOGRAPHIES
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From St Priest in Lyon's eastern suburbs, choreographer Mourad Merzouki presented his first work, Käfig – "cage" in German and Arabic
– in 1996, then went on to found his own company. Trained in martial and circus arts since childhood, he discovered hip-hop as a teenager
and made contact with contemporary dance through encounters with artists like Maryse Delente, Josef Nadj, Jean-François Duroure

and Pierre Doussaint. His subsequent works, including Recital, Wasteland, Ten Versions, Tricôté and Agwa, combine the moves and spirit of
hip-hop with widely varying sources of inspiration. 

Invitations to Mourad to work with artists from abroad have played their part in making Compagnie Käfig's international reputation. Recently
he adapted his Recital, first performed ten years ago, for the members of the Beijing Modern Dance Company. In 2009 he collaborated with
Jeannot Painchaud on Montreal-based Cirque Éloize's upcoming production, and with Taiwanese performers on a piece for the "Dancing in
Autumn" festival.

The outcome is an approach to hip-hop bent on avoiding its fossilisation as mere acrobatics, while providing it with outlets where it can  really
get its message across. 

In 2004, Mourad Merzouki was awarded the Best Young Choreographer Prize at the Wolfsburg Dance Festival in Germany, which also featured
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Tero Saarinen and Maurice Béjart.

The same year saw him made a Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters by France's Minister of Culture and Communication. 

In 2006 he won the New Choreography Talent Prize awarded by the SACD authors' rights protection body.  

In 2008 he received the Créateurs sans Frontières trophy from Bernard Kouchner, France's Minister for Foreign and European Affairs. He is
currently serving a three-year term on the Board of Directors of the National Dance Centre in Pantin, just outside Paris. 

In June 2009, Mourad Merzouki is appointed to the post of director of the Créteil/Val de Marne National Choreography Centre (CCN).

MOURAD MERZOUKI
Choreographer & Show Direction Collaborator

CREATORS BIOGRAPHIES
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JONATHAN ST-ONGE
Executive Producer

Alawyer by trade and an entertainment producer, Jonathan St-Onge joined Cirque Éloize in 2001. Following his brief employment as an
attorney in 2000 with the provincial crown prosecutor's office, he began his career in the world of entertainment with the Just For
Laughs Festival and its production management department. During his last Festival, he was the assistant to the executive producer.

He and other partners managed artists while producing shows and special events, Jonathan then taking on a full-time position with Cirque Éloize
in 2004.

He has since managed and overseen all of Cirque Éloize’s operations, along with those of its affiliated companies, particularly as the delegate
producer of shows on tour, and of special projects and events. He has provided Cirque Éloize with a solid and effective organizational foundation,
enabling it to respond quickly to its continuous international growth and artistic development. He also supervises the activities of the Dalhousie
Station, where Cirque Éloize’s head office is located in Old Montreal. 

Jonathan received the Volunteer of the Year title in 2006 from the Quebec Junior Bar Association after having been active with them for several
years. From 2006 to 2009, he sat on the board of directors of the organization En Piste, the national circus arts grouping, where he played an
active role increasing awareness and improvement of conditions for the circus arts in Quebec and in Canada, more specifically with respect
to major financial incentives such as tax credits. He has been a member of Cirque Éloize’s board of directors since 2008. His involvement with
the circus universe has not prevented him however from working closely for several years with charitable organizations in Montreal, including
the Sainte Justine Hospital Foundation. 

ROBERT MASSICOTTE
Set Designer, Illustrator and Co-Designer of video images

Amultidisciplinary visual artist, Robert Massicotte is a graduate from the Industrial Design School of the University of Montreal. For 10
years now, he has added set design and the creation of shows to the spectrum of arts he practices. Some of his work is regularly
exhibited. He collaborates with the Cirque du Soleil as a storyboard artist on most of their shows. Many of the multimedia productions

he was involved with in Las Vegas have won various prizes. He is the co-creator of 2 permanent shows in Hawaii, one of which, Ulalena, was
acclaimed as the best show and the best tourist attraction. For virtually 20 years, Robert has worked on projects in the fields of television,
theatre, film, rock concerts, exhibits and entertainment in general, with both passion and sensitivity.

CREATORS BIOGRAPHIES
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KRZYSZTOF SOROCZYNSKI 
Show Acrobatic Designer, Head-trainer – Trampowall Act Designer

TThe circus arts have been an integral part of the life of Krzysztof Soroczynski for more than 40 years. He began his acrobatic career in
Poland in 1965. He completed his degree in circus arts at the famous Polish State Circus Academy in Julinek, after which time he worked
in traditional circuses around the world. In 1980, he won a silver medal at the Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain in Paris, as part of

the Budzyn Troupe performing a Russian Swing act. After coming to Canada, he worked with Cirque du Soleil first as a performer and then as
an acrobatic consultant and trainer on the Saltimbanco, Mystère, and Alegria shows, all directed by Franco Dragone. Krzysztof was one of the
founding members of the École de cirque de Verdun established in Montréal in 1991. Today, he still works with the talents he introduced to and
trained in the circus arts, who moved on to become professional circus performers. Cirque Éloize asked him to join its troupe in 1999 to develop
acrobatic acts for the show Excentricus presented at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. Since then, he has worked for the company as head trainer
and talent scout. More particularly, he was in charge of designing acrobatic performances for the show Cirque Orchestra in 2001 as well as
for the three shows written and directed by Daniele Finzi Pasca forming the Sky Trilogy: Nomade in 2002, Rain in 2004 and Nebbia in 2007. In
2008, the hand to hand duet formed by Jacek Wyskup and Bartek Pankau, discovered in Poland by Krzysztof and trained at Cirque Éloize, won
the polish TV-show Mam Talent!, and became The Best Talent 2008. The duet that was part of the show Rain for 5 years managed to touch
audiences worldwide and clearly enabled the recognition of the circus arts in their country. Krzysztof Soroczynski’s involvement with up-and-
coming circus stars and his appreciation of the work of circus artists worldwide has greatly contributed to the creation of unique, solid and
multidisciplinary troupes. His work alongside performers makes it possible to constantly improve the technical aspect of the company’s shows.
Krzysztof has passed on his talent to his son Bartek, who performed in the show Nomade – At night, the sky is endless, with Cirque Éloize, for
nearly 5 years. First and foremost, he is passionate about circus and this passion has motivated him throughout his entire life. He passes this
passion on to all of those with whom he works, and he is very proud to have passed it on to his own son.

JEAN-PHI GONCALVES ET ALEX MCMAHON 
Co-composers

Acollaboration between two artists who first worked together in 2001, the Jean-Phi Goncalvez and Alex McMahon composing duo
harbors two individual creative paths. Alex McMahon learned the organ for 5 years, and later sang in choirs while playing classical
piano. He discovered jazz and big band, studied music in College and started working professionally with African, jazz and pop

performers. He was part of several international tours with renowned artists such as Daniel Bélanger, Lhasa de Sela, Arianne Moffatt and Yann
Perreau. He produced Catherine Major’s album, and won the Félix for best producer in 2008 at the ADISQ.  He created arrangements for Ariane
Moffatt’s album, winning that same year the Félix for best arrangements. He produced the album First Aid Kit by Plaster, the electro-funk trio
he founded with Jean-Phi Goncalves in 2001, the band receiving the Félix for best electronic album in 2006. Drummer Jean-Phi Goncalvez is a
true musical chameleon. Always in movement, he moves from project to project, each one more eclectic than the other. After Plaster, and then
Afrodizz, an afrobeat collective often compared to The Herbaliser, he now performs with Beast, a trip-rock duo where his sharp beats carry
Betty Bonifassi’s powerful voice. In his professional career, he has performed with respected artists like Lauryn Hill, Jean-Pierre Ferland on
Jaune 2005, Ariane Moffatt on Tous les sens, and Pierre Lapointe on La forêt des mal-aimés.

LINDA BRUNELLE
Costume Designer

Acostume and a set designer for theatre, dance, film, as well as for opera and the circus, Linda Brunelle has worked with several well
known directors such as Martin Faucher, Claude Poissant, Dominic Champagne and Jasmine Dubé. She won the Gascon-Roux prize
at the Théâtre du Nouveau Monde for her creation of the costumes in Tristan et Yseult (2004) and the Denise-Pelletier public’s prize for

the show Le Revizor (2003). She was also awarded a Masque prize for her creation of the costumes in the production Si j’avais la seule
possession dessus le jugement dernier in 1998. She was nominated for her work at the Gala des Masques from 1996 to 2002. She received the
Victor-Martyn-Lynch-Staunton prize from the Canada Council for the Arts in the field of theatre in 2008. In the world of dance, she has
collaborated with choreographers Marie-Claude Poulin, Hélène Langevin and Laurence Lemieux. She created the Red Carpets (VIP tents) for
the Cirque du Soleil shows Varekaï, Dralion and Alegria. In 2007, she created the costumes for Cirque Éloize’s show, in co-production with
Teatro Sunil, Nebbia. She worked on the opera A Chair in Love, which toured in Canada and in Europe. She taught costume creation at the
National Theatre School from 2004 to 2007, where she continued as a set design and costume coach. In 2008 and 2009, she created, notably,
the costumes on the shows Rêvez, montagnes! by Frédéric Dubois and Lorraine Pintal’s La petite pièce en haut de l’escalier.

CREATORS BIOGRAPHIES
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NICOLAS DESCOTEAUX
Light Designer

Agraduate from the theatre program at Collège Lionel-Groulx in Ste-Thérèse, Quebec since 1992, Nicolas Descoteaux works as a lighting
designer, and has created over 60 designs in addition to having worked on several international tours. His technical and artistic
knowledge has enabled him to collaborate with world-renowned creators such as Robert Lepage, Marie Chouinard, Denis Marleau,

Daniele Finzi Pasca and Kristian Fredric. His collaboration with Cirque Éloize and Cirque du Soleil on their creations has made him an important
lighting designer and director in the Montreal theatre and events scenes. His work was nominated for awards by the Academy of Theatre in
1995 and 1998, and he won the CALQ grants in 1999 and 2001 for research in stage lighting appliances. Nicolas Descoteaux continues to perfect
his art in Montreal as well as on international stages.

ALEXIS LAURENCE
Co-Designer of video images

For more than 15 years, Alexis Laurence has worked as a creator and artistic director of multimedia set design for live productions.
Projections, videos, lighting and image content have been his specialties on many events throughout his career. He worked on Festival
Mutek in Montreal from 2004 to 2008, an electronic music show. In 2009, he was the assistant of Raymond Saint-Jean, projections

designer for Cirque du Soleil’s permanent show Zaia in Macao, China. Alexis created the multimedia set design for Montreal’s IglooFest from
2007 to 2009. He also created the visual environment for the American tour of international DJ Sasha in 2008.

FLORENCE CORNET
Make-up Designer

Florence has been practicing and teaching stage make-up for more than 25 years. She has been working for theatre, television and
cinema, and teaching at the National Theatre School and the National Circus School in Montreal. She designed make-ups for numerous
theatrical productions such as L’Odyssée by Homère, directed by Dominic Champagne at the TNM, Abraham  Lincoln  va  au  théâtre,

directed by Claude  Poissant at Théâtre  P.à.p, or even Rhinocéros directed by Jean-Guy Legault at TNM. Pierre Lapointe asked Florence to
design the make-ups for his show Mutantès at the Place des Arts in Montréal. She also worked for television –Make-up Designer for the
series Hommes en quarantaine – and for cinema – nominated at the Prix Gémeaux 2000 for Une âme immortelle by Bernar Hébert. In circus,
after assisting the Make-up Designer for Cirque du Soleil’s show Kà directed by Robert Lepage, she designed the make-ups for Cirque du
Soleil’s Kooza. ID is her first collaboration with Cirque Éloize. 

MARC BEAUDRY
Delegate Producer, Production Manager and Technical Director

Marc brings a 25-year history in the entertainment industry as technical director, production manager and producer for more than 50
productions. His work has spanned many of the live entertainment disciplines including dance, theatre, music and circus as well
as cinema and television.  Marc specializes in entertainment projects for unique environments – either new facilities for touring

purposes or large-scale purpose built construction projects.  His most recent adventure was with international circus phenomenon Cirque du
Soleil where his 10-year career took him from the touring world to a member of the teams that created Corteo and Zed. Marc attended the
theatre production program at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute in Toronto, Ontario, Canada and Queens University School for Business. Marc
has also been known to build a motorcycle from the ground up and there’s a rumor he designed a 12 metre human-sized ‘hamster wheel’ in
which he mounted a small car and three stunt men for a German auto manufacturer. Marc was born in St. Boniface, Manitoba in 1965.

CREATORS BIOGRAPHIES



10

ARTISTS BIOGRAPHIES 

MASON AMES
Hand-to-hand, Trampowall Mason Ames was born in Harrisville, New Hampshire, and quickly learned how to juggle at
the age of 10, when shopping with his mother. A porter in the hand to hand discipline, Mason has played hockey and skied for most of his life,
and was first formally educated in the Waldorf philosophy, where learning is interdisciplinary and integrates elements of practical, artistic and
conceptual natures, to develop imagination. In 2005, he graduated from Keene High School. He also studied and worked for several years with
Circus Smirkus, based in Vermont, touring with them in the summer and furthering his art as a juggler and porter in their camps and residen-
cies. His collaboration with Circus Smirkus led to work in 3 shows with Chicago’s The Midnight Circus in 2005 and 2006, notably in the critically
acclaimed Stilettos, Circus & Soul. While on the show, he decided to audition for the National Circus School of Montreal, where he was ad-
mitted. He graduated from the higher-learning institution in 2009. Mason also performed in several shows of Eclyps at the Cité de l’Énergie in
Shawinigan. He always enjoys working with his hands, crafting wood or ceramics, knitting, painting and cooking, and yes, sliding down a hill.

VALÉRIE BENOIT-CHARBONNEAU
Hand-to-hand, Trampowall Born in Magog, Quebec, Valérie specializes in hand-to-hand acrobatics. She learned soon
in her life that she was drawn to the circus world. At 13, she entered the National Circus School of Montreal in their strongly competitive cir-
cus and studies high school program. She also studied at the National Circus School in their additional higher learning 3-year college program,
during which time she met Mason Bryce Ames, another Cirque Éloize artist. Together, they united their talent to perform their hand to hand act.
A 2009 graduate from NCS, Valérie has worked on the show Eclyps, an outdoor presentation in the middle of Shawinigan’s nature, and she has
also participated in several special events as a freelance artist. Things are quite clear to Valérie, passion and hobby are synonyms: they both
mean “the circus”.

STACEY CARLSON
Flying Hammock Originally from St-Louis, Missouri, Stacey Carlson is a dancer, an aerialist (hammock, silk,
bungee, hoop) and a choreographer who now lives in Brooklyn, New York. She earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance from Webster Uni-
versity, and also practiced rhythmic gymnastics. Stacey was a swing dancer in Notre-Dame de Paris presented in Las Vegas in 1999. She
began her aerial training in 2000, to then work professionally in several countries around the world, performing notably in Greece, the Philip-
pines, Dubai (UAE), Hungary and the United States. She was part of the European and American tours of Cirque du Soleil’s Delirium in 2008.
She performed with numerous other companies such as Anti-gravity in New York, city throughout which she also presented her own aerial
dances. Stacey has choreographed aerial dances for Proto-Type Theatre and Parsons Dance Company. Her interests include photography, bak-
ing, and a good mojito.

LEILANI FRANCO
Contortion It was while watching a circus show in Florida that Leilani Franco was struck by an inspi-
ration to join the circus world. A contortionist originally from Poland, she was part of the Philippines Ballet Theatre, and has lived in several
countries such as China, Indonesia, the United Kingdom and the United States. She studied chemistry, maths and English in an interdiscipli-
nary program at the Ateneo de Manila University, and in 2005, entered the National Circus School of Montreal, from which she graduated in
2008. After performing in the European tour of Cirque Éloize’s Rain, Leilani has now joined the troupe of ID. Music, languages, chocolate and
the beach are some of her interests, not to mention that one of these days, she would like to find a vampire…and then go to med school.
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ARTISTS BIOGRAPHIES 

CHRISTIAN “SANCHO” GARMATTER
Hip-Hop Dancer Born in Brandenburg, Germany, Christian “Sancho” Garmatter moved to Berlin when he
was 18. In 1992, he begins b-boying, learning his art through dancing and rehearsing in community centers, clubs and on the streets. His pro-
fessional shows in Berlin include performances at Fridrischstadtpalast, Cameleon Variety and GOP with the troupe Fresh in Attack, as well as
several b-boying competitions. He also performed with the Renegade Theatre in the show Rumble. While touring in Edinburgh, he was given
the opportunity to collaborate with the Cirque du Soleil, for which he came to Montreal. After working on the creation of Love, Christian per-
formed in the Cirque du Soleil show in Las Vegas for 2 1/2 years. He then created with choreographer Dave St-Pierre a 20-minute solo piece
presented at Tangente, and he has b-boyed with Full Force and Supercrew among other troupes, the latter one having won the America’s
Best Dance Crew award. He likes drawing, graffiti and urban art, and does not fail to train, eat and sleep a lot.

ELON HÖGLUND
Hip-Hop Dancer Having extensively practiced martial arts such as Taekwondo and Kung Fu since he was 8
years old, Elon Höglund, from Stockholm, Sweden, later incorporated acrobatics and self-taught tricks into his performances. A dancer, mover
and an acrobat, he has been performing professionally since 2000 as a contemporary dancer and hip-hop and b-boy artist. He learned the pop-
ping dance style from Damon Frost, as well as the boogaloo and strobing styles. While training at a circus school in Stockholm, he was given
the opportunity to work on a show with the Royal Dramatic Theatre. He performed in European shows that combined contemporary circus, the-
atre and dance. When on stage in Denmark, Elon was seen by Cirque du Soleil, which led him to Montreal to rehearse for, and then to Las Vegas
to perform in, Love. Other credits include an appearance on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno in 2007, in addition to shows involving 5 actors
and 6 circus artists with Norway’s Rix Theatre. Elon’s thirst for the arts pushes him to express himself through painting, and dancing, dancing
and dancing… 

OLIVIER LEMIEUX
Trampowall, Stilts Olivier Lemieux was 10 years old when he began trampoline training, quickly blending this
sport with skateboard. Born in Mascouche, Quebec, he worked at both sports full-time, and started performing in shows when he was 15. For
a few years, he was at Montreal’s La Ronde, featured in rocking board, trampoline and fast-track acts. He was part of the Budweiser tour for
3 years, performing trampoline and skiing tricks, and from 1998 to 2001, he further toured with the show Au Vol. In 2001, Olivier joined Cirque
Éos for a 2-year North American tour. He then traveled in Europe and Japan with Cirque du Soleil and its show Dralion, from 2004 to 2008, on
which he was also one of the creators for the trampoline numbers. He has moreover worked with Upside Down in Magog for 9 years, on sev-
eral show concepts combining extreme sports with the trampoline. It’s an easy fact to believe that Olivier’s hobbies are just that : extreme sports
and traveling, maybe even on a skateboard…             

EMMANUELLE LEPHAN
Hip-Hop Dancer Born and raised in Ottawa, Ontario, Emmanuelle LePhan started dancing in high school,
where she developed her talent in modern dancing, to then further specialize in breakdance and b-girling in 1998. A contemporary dancer and
b-girl, she graduated from Concordia University in Montreal with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in contemporary dance, and became one of the found-
ing members of the Solid State Breakdance Collective. Emmanuelle performed with the Rubberbandance Group from 2003 to 2005, after which
she began working on the creation of Cirque du Soleil’s Love, which she also performed in for 2 1/2 years in Las Vegas. She traveled in Asia
for one year, then came back to Montreal and worked on various music videos. In addition to dancing which is her first passion, she spends
her free time hiking, cooking, traveling, and climbing on rooftops. 
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JOSIANNE LEVASSEUR
Cyr Wheel, Trampowall A general aerialist with additional specialties in the Roue Cyr and wall-trampoline
disciplines, Josianne Levasseur, born in Trois-Rivières-Ouest in Quebec, started learning her trade really when she was only 5. She practiced
figure skating as a toddler. In 1995, she graduated from the Académie Les Estacades high school in the sports and studies program, while
having acquired 10 years of experience in the fields of artistic gymnastics and diving. From 1997 to 1999, she was in the Cirque du Soleil show
O, staged in Las Vegas, and in 2000 she performed in the Olivers’s Organisation’s diving show Crazy Flyers in Europe. She began to work with
Cirque Éloize in the production Cirque Orchestra, produced in 2001 and 2002, and she went on to another Cirque Éloize show, Nomade – La nuit,
le ciel est plus grand, from 2002 to 2007. Josianne worked in 2008 on a show which featured diving, wall-trampoline and a Russian swing act
at Montreal La Ronde’s  X-trem O. She has been performing for several years as a host of special events, with both Cirque Éloize and Cirque
du Soleil. When she can find the time to relax, she enjoys gardening, painting and even video editing.

HUGO OUELLET-CÔTÉ
Straps, Trampowall, Juggling Specialized in aerial straps, wall-trampoline and juggling, Hugo Ouellet-Côté, a Quebec city
native, the province’s capital, began his gymnastics classes at the age of 5. For many years, he trained and competed. With a desire to push
his own limits and explore other universes, he entered the Quebec circus school in 2003, a preparatory institution that taught him the foundations
of his trade as well as the circus’ various disciplines. While studying, he began street performing in 2004 and 2005 during the summer in Quebec
city, giving, as part of a duo, roughly 300 public shows featuring ground acrobatics, trampoline and juggling. Having graduated from the Quebec
circus school in 2006, Hugo’s insatiable appetite encouraged him to move forward and audition for the National Circus School of Montreal, to
which he was admitted that same year. His summer street shows moving to the larger city, he had another public run with 150 performances
in 2007. He graduated from the National Circus School of Montreal in 2009. With little time outside his work, Hugo still finds comfort in watching
movies, reading, and strumming his guitar. 

THIBAUT PHILIPPE
Bike Trial A professional bicycle trial rider, he began practicing 26-inch bike trial when he was 14. He
and his brother learned the ins and outs of the sport, climbing with their bikes over obstacles of any kind, whether boulders, trunks, cables,
train tracks and even car wrecks, without feet touching ground. 5 years later, his business instincts led him to found an association that would
help the young finance the purchase of their trial bike, which is an expensive work tool. Thibaut helped 10 young riders buy their bike. Born in
France, his country is well known for its bike trial champions. With his brother, he created a show in which a 20-to-30 square meter trial zone
is laid out, and covered in the hardest possible obstacles to mount on a bike, and performed the show for 5 years in the Paris and Clermont-
Ferrand regions, at municipal sporting events, business openings and even on television. On their bikes, the two brothers cross the trial zone
followed by a third rider on a monocycle. Longing to continue his support of the sport’s up and coming riders, for the greater expansion of 20-
inch and 26-inch bike trial worldwide, Thibaut remains as active in his association as with his entrepreneurial skills. After completing his
bachelor’s degree in marketing at Pigier, he is staying at the school for his master’s. 

FLETCHER SANCHEZ
Chinese Pole, Trampowall Born in a city of entertainment, Los Angeles, California, Fletcher Sanchez began his career
as a performer working in ballet and jazz shows. From 2003 to 2006, he was in several dance productions such as Snow Queen Contemporary
Ballet and Romeo and Juliet. In 2005 and 2006, Fletcher also performed in many shows with San Francisco’s Vau de Vire Society, an edgy
cabaret-style circus. In 2006, he worked with Cirque Productions on Jungle Fantasy based in Florida, to then tour the American east coast.
Perhaps after having been impressed with Cirque Éloize’s Rain which he saw in San Francisco, he entered the National Circus School of
Montreal for 3 years, from which he graduated in 2009, specializing in the Chinese pole. An avid ninja fan, he loves to read and eat, and he wishes
to continue learning new things.
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TECHNICAL
TEAM

KATHERINE RIVA GUERRA
Tour Director & Project Manager

ERICK GALIPEAU
Technical Director, Head Stage Carpenter

MATHIEU URVOY-LETELLIER
Head Sound Technician

PATRICK ALLARD
Head Light Technician

MARIE-FRANCE LEFEBVRE
Head Rigger

SIMON WATKINS-DONALD
Head Video Technician

KONE THONG VONGPRASEUTH
Hip-Hop Dancer A dancer and a hip-hop performer who was raised in La Roche-sur-Yon, France, Kone Thong
Vongpraseuth is originally from Laos. He holds a French DEUG MIAS degree, and has exercised his art since 1995, founding that same year
with other dancers the hip-hop dance company S’Poart. Since 2000, S’Poart has created several shows, more particularly Extra Luna (2000),
Être Ange (2002), Mémoire Sensible (2002), Vibration (2004) and In Vivo (2004). The shows toured all over France, some being performed in Bel-
gium and in Brazil, and another in Russia, which is scheduled until 2012. For the last 3 years, Kone Thong has performed in the production 13eme
à Table, with the contemporary theatre and circus troupe Compagnie Cabadzi, which led him to discover work with circus artists, the hand to
hand act, general circus disciplines and eventually, the universe of Cirque Éloize. Kone Thong’s interests include graffiti, drawing, card magic,
and information technology.

FLORIAN ZUMKEHR
Hand Balancing, Trampowall A hand-balancer from Basel-Stadt, Switzerland, Florian Zumkehr moved to Berlin, Germany
when he was 15. He attended the State School for Circus Arts for 4 years, graduating in 2007, to then perform at the Cameleon Theatre in Soap
for 13 months, as well as in other cabaret shows at GOP. Florian also worked in Essen, Munich, Hanover and Münster to name those cities,
and eventually made his way to Montreal in 2009 for training at the Cirque Éloize studios, where he auditioned for ID. He has created a solo
act using only one chair, his focus being to challenge himself by utilizing simple props to present tricks which his audience does not expect.
Florian enjoys rock climbing, music, and particularly the guitar.



The TROUPE

In addition to their disciplines, all the performers
take part to the group choreographies.

MASON AMES
Hand-to-hand, Trampowall
VALÉRIE BENOÎT-CHARBONNEAU
Hand-to-hand, Trampowall
STACEY CARLSON
Flying Hammock 
LEILANI FRANCO
Contortion 
CHRISTIAN "SANCHO" GARMATTER
Hip-Hop Dancer
ELON HÖGLUND
Hip-Hop Dancer
OLIVIER LEMIEUX
Trampowall, Stilts
EMMANUELLE LEPHAN
Hip-Hop Dancer
JOSIANNE LEVASSEUR
Cyr Wheel, Trampowall
HUGO OUELLET-CÔTÉ
Straps, Trampowall, Juggling
THIBAUT PHILIPPE
Bike Trial
FLETCHER SANCHEZ 
Chinese Pole, Trampowall
KONE THONG VONGPRASEUTH
Hip-Hop Dancer
FLORIAN ZUMKEHR
Hand Balancing, Trampowall

CREATIVE Team

JEANNOT PAINCHAUD
Author and Director
MOURAD MERZOUKI
Choreographer &
Show Direction Collaborator
JONATHAN ST-ONGE 
Executive Producer
ROBERT MASSICOTTE 
Set Designer, Illustrator and
Co-Designer of video images
KRZYSZTOF SOROCZYNSKI 
Show Acrobatic Designer, Head-trainer
– Trampowall Act Designer
JEAN-PHI GONCALVES  
Co-Composer
ALEX MCMAHON 
Co-Composer
LINDA BRUNELLE 
Costume Designer
NICOLAS DESCOTEAUX 
Light Designer
ALEXIS LAURENCE 
Co-Designer of video images
FLORENCE CORNET 
Make-up Designer
MARC BEAUDRY 
Delegate Producer, Production
Manager and Technical Director
NATHALIE ENAULT
Production Stage Manager
NADIA LABRIE 
Director’s Assistant
CLAUDIA COUTURE 
Stage Manager, Director’s Assistant
JOSIANNE LEVASSEUR 
Assistant to the Show Acrobatic Designer
and Head-trainer
CATHERINE LEBOEUF 
Assistant to the Costume Designer
OLIVIER LEMIEUX
Trampoline Trainer
EMMANUELLE LEPHAN
Dance Trainer
JONG SEO KIM
Singer, Special Guest for the
ID Premiere in Incheon

PRODUCTION Team 

KATHERINE RIVA GUERRA
Tour Director & Project Manager
ERICK GALIPEAU
Technical Director, Head Stage Carpenter
SIMON GAUTHIER
Video Project Manager
MATHIEU URVOY-LETELLIER
Head Sound Technician 
PATRICK ALLARD
Head Light Technician
MARIE-FRANCE LEFEBVRE
Head Rigger
SIMON WATKINS-DONALD
Head Video Technician 
VÉRONIQUE BARON
Production Accountant
CLARA FEFERBERG
Production Assistant
MARIO NOËL
Key-Grip & Runner
MARC “MARCUS” GAUTHIER
Rigger
TIAGO CHASQUEIRA
Acrobatic Carpenter
FRANÇOIS DESROCHERS
Video Consultant
JEAN-LOUIS ROBERT, SAMUEL MALLIÉ,
ZAKI PAUL SALIB, DIOGO PINTO,
HUGO BOURQUE, NANCY BOUCHER,
CHRISTIAN CLAVEAU, YANNICK
DESCARIES, STEEVE CARON, STÉPHANE
ST-JEAN
Technicians
REAL DORVAL, FRANCIS LECLERC,
LUC-VINCENT OUELLET
Video Technicians

SOUNDTRACK

JORANE, BETTY BONIFASSI,
BOOGAT, JONG SEO KIM
Vocals

STAGECRAFT Shop

GAËTAN MACON, PATRICK LEE, YO DAENENS,
DAN HARDING, JOHN BALDWIN, MARYSE ELI
Atelier Peter&Peter

DAVID, STÉPHANE LABRIE,
DIANE PANAGIS, GUILLAUME DUMAS,
KEVIN LECLERC, MAX ALARIS
House Crew

COSTUME Shop

LOUISE BOURRET 
Costume Coordination
MICHEL PROULX, ANNE RÉMILLARD,
JULIE SAURIOL
Cutters
MATHIEU AUDY
Cutter Assistant
SYLVIE GODBOUT, MARIELLE PROVOST,
LYNDA DOUVILLE, MARIO MARTINEAU,
NATHALIE TALBOT 
Seamstresses
MIREILLE TREMBLAY
Accessories Designer
ANDRÉE POITRAS
Graphic Designer
GÉRALDINE COURCHESNE
Wig Maker
PIERRE LAFONTAINE
Hair Styling

CIRQUE ÉLOIZE
Administrative Team

JEANNOT PAINCHAUD
Founder and Co-Director
JULIE HAMELIN
Co-Founder and Co-Director
DANIEL CYR
Co-Founder – Acrobatic Research
and Development
JONATHAN ST-ONGE
Operations Director and
Delegate Producer – Touring shows
LOUIS LEHOUX
Administrative Director
JEAN-PHILIPPE LACOUTURE
Director of the Development,
Special Events
PATRICE MOÏSE
Production Manager
FRANÇOIS OUELLETTE
Financial Controller
KRZYSZTOF SOROCZYNSKI
Head Trainer and Artistic Scout
BENOIT LAROCHE
Delegate Artistic Director, Special Events
SYLVIE BAUMANN
Assistant Director, International
Development - Touring Shows
ÉRIC BEAUSÉJOUR
Communications Coordinator
& Graphic Artist
SARAH BEAUSÉJOUR
Project Manager – Special Events
& Communications Manager 
NATASHA DROUIN-BEAUREGARD
Assistant, Communications & Casting
GÉRALDINE DURAND-GROULX
Operations Assistant
SIMON GAUTHIER
Production Assistant 
ANNIE-LAURIE GIUDICE
Sales and Development Representative,
Special Events
SARAI GOMEZ
Administrative Assistant, International
Development - Touring shows
ALICE KOP
Direction Assistant
ANNIE LÉVEILLÉ
Receptionist
VINCENT MESSAGER
Agent, International Development
- Touring Shows
LOUIS-PHILIPPE MORENCY
Technical Director, Studios
& Special Events
MARIO NOËL
Maintenance Manager
DANIEL OUIMET
IT Manager
NATASHA OUIMET
Assistant, Special Events

KARINA ROCHETTE
Production Accountant
MARC “MARCUS” GAUTHIER
Head Rigger

NEBBIA Tour Production Team 

JONATHAN ST-ONGE
Delegate Producer
MARISOL DE SANTIS
Project Manager
CAROLE LAPOINTE
Production Accountant
ELISA VOLONTERIO
Artistic Coordinator

RAIN Tour Production Team 

JONATHAN ST-ONGE
Delegate Producer
VÉRONIQUE ALLARD
Project Manager
MARTINE JANS
Production Accountant

Image, Promotion &
Communications,
Incheon Project, 2009 

ÉRIC BEAUSÉJOUR 
Concept & Graphic Design, Program
ALICE KOP
Project Coordinator, Program
VALÉRIE REMISE
Photographer
ALBERT RUDNICKI
Producer & Director of Photography
– Promotional Video
VINCENT HOSS-DESMARAIS
Biographer and Translator
ALTEC INC.
Korean Translation
SERVICES LINGUISTIQUES JPL
Revision
COMUNIKA
ID Poster and Logo Design
JEE YOUN ROH
Korean Translation & Consulting
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Cargolution, Solotech, Dr. Roger Hobden, John Lambert, Jean-Jacques Cesbron, Atelier Peter&Peter, Studio Bizz, Club de Trampoline Acrosport Barani.
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